DECLASSIFIED

PA/HO Department of State
E.O. 12958, as amended
September 6, 2007

1

DECLASEIFIED

. 0
B.0. 129528, 8e0. 3.4 l-é
Anrd T G006 . (j)/€7é; ﬁ;7 S i
ST (P77 , 2
By Date S/ Z/%5 :
. LY, Department of State :
W/ TELEGRAM ¢
T4 rgs OF %
['4
g
4
.
PAGE @1 TUNIS 98727 @1 OF 982 1181462 {J
85
ACTION SS-45
INFO OCT-p! NSCE<@@ SS0-g@ CCO=08 FILE-01 /@47 W
N P87633 )
P 1015452 FEB 70
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 175]
INFO AMEMBASSY RABAT PRIORITY

AMEMBASSY ALGIERS \\\\\‘ Ei}
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI N
NG
BN
Qt

AMEMBASSY MADRID

QW s:crioN 1 OF 2 TUNIS @727

SECTO 27

CORRECTEDT COP Y (SHOULD READ SECTO 27 AND ADD _
ALGIERS, TRIPOLI» AND MADRID AS. INFO ADDRESSEES PER ORIGINATOR)

FOL: MSG RECEIVED FROM RABAT REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO
WITH: ADDITION TO PARA 4.

QUOTE
RABAT D622
EXDIS

SUBJECTt SECRETARY'S BILATERAL MEETING WITH PRIME
MINISTER LARAK]

~TUNIS FOR S/S GLEYSTEEN

I+ PARTICIPANTS - SECRETARY, ACCOMPANIED BY PEDERSEN, NEWSOM,
HARGE's» AND TOUMAYAN AS INTERPRETER, CALLED ON FOREIGN
/MINISTER AHMED LARAKI AT 1139 HOURS FEBe« 9. ALSO

PRESENT WERE AMBASSADOR OSMAN» AMBASSADOR

NEKROUF» AND ABDEL HAMID KRIEM» DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC

AFFAIRS IN THE PRIME MINISTER®S OFFICE.
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2+ INTRODUCTION = AFTER COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS BY

LARAKI» SECRETARY SAID PRESIDENT NIXON HAD GREAT
PERSONAL: INTEREST IN MOROCCO AND HIGH: REGARD FOR IT.

USG LOOKED TO MOROCCOAS: PIVOT IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD»
HE: HOPED THE FONMIN WOULD SPEAK FRANKLY TO HIM, SINCE

HE WANTED TO BE ABLE TO REPORT REALISTICALLY TO PRESIDENT
IN ORDER THATUS POLICY IN AFRICA BE AS PRODUCTIVE AS
POSSIBLE

3« SPANISH SAHARA = PRIME: MINISTER SAID KING HASSAN
SOUGHT TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH HIS NEIGHBORSe HE
HAD' THEREFORE MUTED CERTAIN CLAIMS, HOWEVER JUST THEY
MIGHT HAVE BEENe THE ONLY OUTSTANDING POINT STILL

IN LITIGATION WAS SPANISH SAHARA« AS EVERYONE KNEW,
THIS TERRITORY WAS ARAB IN POPULATIONe UN RESOLUTION
ADVOCATING SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE PEOPLE OF
SPANISH SAHARA HAD BEEN INTRODUCED BY MOROCCO-«

THIS SHOWED THAT MOROCCO WAS NOT INTERESTED IN EXPANSION
OGMWHNEXATIONs HOWEVER, MOROCCO'S APPROACHES TO SPAIN,
INCLUDING KING HASSAN'S VISIT TO MADRID IN 196

’

HAD. NOT BORNE FRUITe IT WAS THE STRATEGIC.» NOT
ECONQMIC SIDE OF SPANISH SAHARA WHICH INTERESTED
MOROCCOs ISSUE OF SAHARAN PHOSPHATES HAD BEEN
BLOWN- UP QUT OF: ALL PRDOPORTIONs THERE WAS A RESERVE
OF ONLY NE AND JTHALF BILLION TONS:' OF PHOSPHATE IN SPANISH
SAHARA, WHEREAS THE MOROCCAN RESERVE' WAS 2@ BILLION.
THE CcOST OF PRODUCING SAHARAN PHOSPHATES WQULD  BE
LESS THAN IN THE USA OR MOROCCOe« HOWEVER, PHOSPHATE
PRODUCTION IN MOROCCO WAS A STATE MONOPOLY. THE STATE
COULD MAKE THE NECESSARY SACRIFICES OVER A TWO OR
THREE YEAR PERIOD IF IT WISHED TO' OVERWHELM

SHAARAN PHOSPHATESe POPULATION OF SPANISH SAHARA

WAS VERY SMALL AND MIGHT EASILY FALL PREY TO COM~-
MUNIST OR CHINESE INFLUENCE, MAKING POSSIBLE THE
REALIZATION OF OLD DREAM OF A COMMUNIST OPENING TO
THE ATLANTIC. MOROCCO HAD NOT GIVEN UP HOPE OF
REACHING AN AGREEMENT WITH SPAINe IT WAS SURPRISED.
MOWEVER» THAT US, WHICH HAD ALWAYS SUPPORTED UN
RESOLUTION, HAD ABSTAINED THIS YEAR.

i \i;lOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE“IZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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4¢ SECRETARY NOTED THAT US WAS INVOLVED IN DELICATE
NEGOTTATIONS WITH SPAINe« NEWSOM CONFIRMED THIS AND
POINTED OUT THAT IT WAS OFTEN NECESSARY, WHEN US HAD
FRIENDS ON OPPOSITE SIDES OF A QUESTION, TO ABSTAIN.
PEDERSEN OBSERVED THAT THIS DID NOT MZFN ANY CHANGE

FROM US POSITION ON SELF-DETERMINATION. PRIME

MINISTER SAID MOROCCO ALSO FAVORED SELF-DETERMINATION

AND BELIEVED THAT IF THIS WERE CARRIED OUT UNDER UN
AUSPICES, PEOPLE OF SPANISH SAHARA WOULD CHOSE UNION WITH
MOROCCO. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION FROM SECRETARY

WHEN THIS PROCESS MIGHT TAKE PLACE, LARAKI REPLIED

THAT HE DOUBTED [T WOULD BE WHILE FRANCO WAS ALIVE.
HOWEVER,» MOROCCO WAS WILLING TO ASSIST IN ECONCOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF THE AREA, WITH SPAIN AS WELL AS WITH OTHERS.

{ADDITION)

{SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSIONS THIS SUBJECT WITH MOROCCAN OFFICIALS
DISCLOSED THEIR: BELIEFF: THAT US POSITION DICTATED BY [NTERESTS
US COMPANIES IN SPANISH SARAHAN PHOSPHATES. WE ASSURED GOM
THIS NOT FACTOR IN DECISION ON RESOLUTIONes DISCUSSIONS ALSO
DISCLOSED SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTER BRAVO VISITING MORQCCO»
PROBABLY IN MARCH. )

Se ALGERIA - WHEN SECRETARY NOTED THAT US HAD
RECENTLY RENEWED RELATIONS WITH MAIRETANIA, PRIMIN
ADDED THAT HE' HOPED US RENEWAL OF RELATIONS WITH
ALGERIA WOULD SOON. FOLLOWs HE SAID HIS MAJESTY HAD
TRIED TO LEAD AGERIAN REGIME TOWARD MAGHREB COQPERATION
RATHER. THAN TOWARD MIDDLE: EAST AND BEN BELLA HAD
DONEs THIS HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL AND ISLAMIC AND
ARAB SUMMITS HAD SHOWN CERTAIN CONCURRENCE

OF VIEWS BETWEEN ALGERIAN AND MOROCCAN GOVERN-
MENTSe SECRETARY NOTED DESIRE OF BOUTEFLIKA FOR
BETTER RELATIONS WITH US: WITH RESULTANT UPGRADING
OF INTEREST SECTIONS IN BOTH COUNTRIESe RELATIONS
WERE IMPROVING, AS INDICATED BY LARGE EL PASO
CONRACT» US WOULD BE HAPPY RENEW RELATIONS
WHENEVER ALGERIANS WISHEDw IT AGREED ALSO THAT
MAGHREB UNITY SHQULD BE STRENGTHENEDs HE WAS

GLAD THEREFORE THAT HIS MAJESTY WAS TAKING LEAD»

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE”ZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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WERE NOT RESOLVED, IF GREAT POWERS DID NOT SUCCEED

IN IMPOSING PEACE, THERE®' WAS' RISK OF WORLD=-WIDE
CONFLIGATION. TO IMPOSE' A NEGOTIATED PEACE WAS

ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE IN VIEW OF HATRED: AND DISTRUST BETWEEN
ARABS AND ISRAELISe HE. FEARED SCr RESOLUTIONS

WOULD SOON BE BYPASSED BY EVENTSe US HAD AT LEAST

AS SUBSTANTIAL AN INTEREST IN ARAB COUNTRIES AS IN
ISRAELs MOROCCO WAS CONCERNED OVER INCREASING
INFILTRATION OF SOVIETS IN THE AREA, FIRST IN SYRIA,
THEN IRAQs» SUDAN, AND LIBYA. THE: CREW WAS BEING
TIGHTENEDe THE TREND WAS' NOT YET IRREVERSIBLE BUT

IT SOON WOULD BEe KING HASSAN THOUGHT THAT NAY SOLUTION
WHICH DID NOT TAKE ACCOUUNT OF THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM
WAS DOOMED TO FAILUREe. A SOLUTION ACCEPTABLE TO THE
PALESTINIANS WHO WERE REALISTIC, AS MOROCCO HAD
OBSERVED AT THE ARAB SUMMIT, WOULD BE A JUST SOLUTION.
IT WAS ADMITTEDLY DIFFICULT TO ASK SUCH PIONEERS

OF ZIONISM AS GOLDA MEIR AND DAYAN TO

ACCEPT SUCH A SOLUTION BUT THE NEW GENERATION MIGHT.

IN THIS CONNECTION HE CITED: A DECLARATION BY MAPAI
SECRETARY ELIA (SP7?7) THAT AN ARRANGEMENT

P=XM  N=EI><IM  (A=—DI><IM _ ND=—=D>erm '
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WITH' THE: PALESTINIANS WOULD BE':BEST FOR ALLI CONCERNED.

7+ SECRETARY AGREED: RESOLUTION :OF: ME: PROBLEM: WAS
INi'US: INTEREST+ HOWEVER, GREAT ‘POWERS COUD:! NOT
IMPOSE! A SOLUTION: IFI'T EY WANTED! TO» IFi US HAD
LEARNED ONE: THING, ' THAT NAS THAT IT COULD' NOT IMPOSE:
ITS: WILL: ANDi IT ‘HAD. NOT INTENTION OF: TRYING TO DO SO.
IT WOULD DO. WHAT IT 'COULD» HOWEVEJAKKO ENCOURAGE:
PARTIES TO  RESOLVE" THEIR: PROBLEMS« HE: HADI MADE' US
POSITION CLEAR: IN: DECEMBER:'9  SPPECH» KNOWING' IT
WOULD: NOT :SATISFY EVERYONE. US POSITION WAS NEVER-
THELESS A..BALANCED ONEW JUST A MOROCCO HAD: GIVEN

UP' CERTAIN CLAIMS IT:THOUGHT JUST, 'US THOUGHT PARTIES
TO' ME: CONFLICT MUST SUBORDINATE- CERTAIN DEMANDSe
LARAKT NOTED THAT ARABS: HAD NOT REJECTED :US
PROPQOSALSes US DIPLOMACY MUST CONVINCE MRSe MEIR
ISRAEL WAS LOSING WHAT MIGHT BE' UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY

TO: BRING ABOUT JUST SOLUTIONe SECRETARY SAID US
APPRECIATED' WHAT KING HASSAN HAD! ACCOMPLTSHED: AT
SUMMIT CONFERENCESs HE! REAL&ZED THAT .MOROCCO:

AND' MOST OTHER REASONABLE' ARAB!.COUNTRIES DID NOT
REUECT US: 'PROPOSALSe HOWEVER, WE!I SAW NO INDICATION
NASSER ‘DOING: ANYTHING TO' HELP: GET NEGOTIATIONS: STARTED.
ISRAEL: ALSQ: HAD! NOT SHOWNI DISPOSITION TO NEGOTIATE

ON: BASTS OUR PROPOSALS) BUT IF/ NASSER WERE: TO INDICATED
H1S: READINESS, IT PRDBABLN WOULD® -

8¢ Us: AIDI'=- LARAKT NOTED: THAT A. STRONG. MOROCCO:
REQUIRED:- DEVELOPMENT AIDe HE{'HOPED! US AIDI WOULD
BE\BETTER! ADARTED: TG MOROCCAN ‘NEEDS» HOWEVERe AT
PRESENT, US' AID: TENDED: TO! DEPENDI-ON CLIMATE« IN

BAD' YEARS 'PL' 488 'WHEAT AND:! COUNTERPART FUNDS

WERE AVAILABLE FOR! DEVELOPMENT '‘PROUECTS »

IN° GOOD YEARS: THEY WERE: NOT. MOROCCO' HOPED:
TO' SEE! MORE PROUECTS: SUCH‘AS LOWER: MOULOUY A,
WHICH: US' HAD: FINANCED ALMOST ENTIRELY» AND: NOUASSEUR
AIR: BASE CONVERSIONe 'HOWEVER, HE' WOULD' LEAVE' THIS
SUBJECT:TO DIRECTOR GENERAL! SLAQUI WHO HAD REQUESTED
SECRETARY MAKE 'UNSCHEDULED' CALL ON HIMe (SEE
SEPTEL®) GP=2e
DICKINSON»CALHOUN
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